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Scholarship: Biology Performance Standard
Outcome description

The student will analyse biological situations in terms of ecological and evolutionary principles and demonstrate integration of biological knowledge and skills.

Outstanding Performance - Performance Descriptor 1
The student will:

· use biological knowledge and skills to analyse biological situations and integrate ideas into a coherent response.
· demonstrate perception and insight in the analysis and integration.

Performance Descriptor 2
The student will:

· use biological knowledge and skills to analyse biological situations and integrate ideas into a coherent response.
Performance Descriptor 3
The student will:

· apply biological knowledge and skills to interpret biological situations 
Performance Descriptor 4
The student will:

· demonstrate biological knowledge and skills in given contexts 
Explanatory Notes

1 This standard is derived from Level 8 of Biology in the New Zealand Curriculum, Learning Media, Ministry of Education, 1994.

2 The content relates to the knowledge assessed in the Level 3 Achievement Standards

3 Definition of terms

· coherent response requires the student to present relevant ideas in an organised, sequenced, and succinct manner 
· apply requires the student to use information in response to a biological situation
· interpret requires the student to show understanding by selecting information related to a biological situation
· analyse may require the student to:

· identify concepts and processes related to a biological situation.

· select relevant ecological and/or evolutionary principles relevant to a biological situation.

· differentiate between theory and opinions.

· consider varying perspectives held by different groups in society. 

· determine the underlying point of view, bias, values or intent.

· integrate requires the student to:

· organise the ideas developed as the result of the analysis and 

· bring together relevant information and opinions from readings and other sources.

· students who demonstrate perception and insight will consistently and where appropriately: 

· make connections, see inter-relationships and view situations holistically

· develop alternative hypotheses and explanations

· use critical thinking in their analysis

· evaluate a range of perspectives

· extrapolate to determine implications and consequences.
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